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withdrawal, conditioned — OO0 OO0

A syndrome of withdrawal-like signs and symptoms sometimes experience by abstinent alcohol- or
opiate-dependent individuals who are exposed to stimuli previously associated with alcohol or drug
use. According to classical conditioning theory, environmental stimuli temporarily linked to
unconditioned withdrawal reactions become conditioned stimuli capable of eliciting the same
withdrawal-like symptoms. In another version of conditioning theory, an innate compensatory
response to the effects of a substance (acute tolerance) become conditionally linked to the stimuli
associated with substance use. If the stimuli are presented without actual administration of the
substance, the conditioned response is elicited as a withdrawal-like compensatory reaction.
synonym: conditioned abstinence
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0 O O : conditioned abstinence WHO (1994)”, p.64
—-Lexicon of alcohol and drug terms (WHO)
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