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The state of being intoxicated. The term usually implies a habitual pattern of drunkenness, and was
sometimes used where “alcoholism” or “alcohol dependence” would now be used, implying a
disease condition. Together with inebriate (a person displaying inebriety), inebriety was standard
terminology in the late 19th century for habitual intoxication, and remained in use until the 1940s.
The concept remains current in a legal context, as in the terms “chronic inebriate” or “public
inebriate”, equivalent to (chronic) drunkenness offender, a person (recurrently) convicted of the
crime of being drunk in a public place.
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See inebriety.
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