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acetaldehyde — O 0000000

The principal breakdown product of ethanol. Acetaldehyde is formed by oxidation of ethanol, the
reaction being catalysed principally by alcohol dehydrogenase. It is itself oxidized to acetate by
aldehyde dehydrogenase.

Acetaldehydeis a toxic substance, implicated in the alcohol flush reaction and in certain physical
sequelae of alcohol consumption.

See also: alcohol-sensitizing drug; disulfiram
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WHO (1994), Lexicon of alcohol and drug terms. Geneva: World Health Organization -»Lexicon of
alcohol and drug terms (WHO)
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