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The reader may still ask why he should believe in a Power greater than himself. We think there are
good reasons. Let us have a look at some of them.
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The practical individual of today is a stickler for facts and results. Nevertheless, the twentieth
century readily accepts theories of all kinds, provided they are firmly grounded in fact. We have
numerous theories[], for example, about electricity. Everybody believes them without a murmur of
doubt. Why this ready acceptance? Simply because it is impossible to explain what we see, feel,
direct, and use, without a reasonable assumption as a starting point.
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Everybody nowadays, believes in scores of assumptions for which there is good evidence, but no
perfect visual proof. And does not science demonstrate that visual proof is the weakest proof? It is
being constantly revealed, as mankind studies the material world, that outward appearances are
not inward reality at all. To illustrate:
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The prosaic steel girder is a mass of electrons whirling around each other at incredible speed.
These tiny bodies are governed by precise laws, and these laws hold true throughout the material
world, Science tells us so. We have no reason to doubt it. When, however, the perfectly logical
assumption is suggested that underneath the material world and life as we see it, there is an All
Powerful, Guiding, Creative Intelligence, right there our perverse streak comes to the surface and
we laboriously set out to convince ourselves it isn't so. We read wordy books and indulge in windy
arguments, thinking we believe this universe needs no God to explain it. Were our contentions
true, it would follow that life originated out of nothing, means nothing, and proceeds nowhere.
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Instead of regarding ourselves as intelligent agents, spearheads of God's ever advancing Creation,
we agnostics and atheists chose to believe that our human intelligence was the last word, the
alpha and the omega, the beginning and end of all. Rather vain of us, wasn't it?
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We, who have traveled this dubious path, beg you to lay aside prejudice, even against organized
religion. We have learned that whatever the human frailties of various faiths may be, those faiths
have given purpose and direction to millions. People of faith have a logical idea of what life is all
about. Actually, we used to have no reasonable conception whatever. We used to amuse ourselves
by cynically dissecting spiritual beliefs and practices when we might have observed that many
spiritually-minded persons of all races, colors, and creeds were demonstrating a degree of stability,
happiness and usefulness which we should have sought ourselves.
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Instead, we looked at the human defects of these people, and sometimes used their shortcomings
as a basis of wholesale condemnation. We talked of intolerance, while we were intolerant
ourselves. We missed the reality and the beauty of the forest because we were diverted by the
ugliness of some its trees. We never gave the spiritual side of life a fair hearing.
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In our personal stories you will find a wide variation in the way each teller approaches and
conceives of the Power which is greater than himself. Whether we agree with a particular approach
or conception seems to make little difference. Experience has taught us that these are matters
about which, for our purpose, we need not be worried. They are questions for each individual to
settle for himself.
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